
SDG 10: 

REDUCE INEQUALITY 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 10: Facts and figures 

• On average—and taking into account population size—income ine-

quality increased by 11 per cent in developing countries between 

1990 and 2010; 

• A significant majority of households in developing countries—

more than 75 per cent of the population—are living today in socie-

ties where income is more unequally distributed than it was in the 

1990s; 

• Evidence shows that, beyond a certain threshold, inequality 

harms growth and poverty reduction, the quality of relations in 

the public and political spheres and individuals’ sense of fulfil-

ment and self-worth; 

• There is nothing inevitable about growing income inequality; sev-

eral countries have managed to contain or reduce income inequali-

ty while achieving strong growth performance; 

• Income inequality cannot be effectively tackled unless the under-

lying inequality of opportunities is addressed; 

• In a global survey conducted by UN Development Programme, pol-

icy makers from around the world acknowledged that inequality 

in their countries is generally high and potentially a threat to long

-term social and economic development; 

• Evidence from developing countries shows that children in the 

poorest 20 per cent of the populations are still up to three times 

more likely to die before their fifth birthday than children in the 

richest quintiles; 

• Social protection has been significantly extended globally, yet per-

sons with disabilities are up to five times more likely than average 

to incur catastrophic health expenditures; and 

• Despite overall declines in maternal mortality in the majority of 

developing countries, women in rural areas are still up to three 

times more likely to die while giving birth than women living in 

urban centres. 



GOAL 10: Targets 

• By 2030, progressively achieve and sustain income growth of the 

bottom 40 per cent of the population at a rate higher than the na-

tional average; 

• By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political 

inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, 

origin, religion or economic or other status; 

• Ensure equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, in-

cluding by eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and practices 

and promoting appropriate legislation, policies and action in this 

regard; 

• Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and social protection poli-

cies, and progressively achieve greater equality; 

• Improve the regulation and monitoring of global financial markets 

and institutions and strengthen the implementation of such regu-

lations; 



GOAL 10: Targets 

• Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of  





Leaving no one behind means that those with lower incomes are able 

to benefit and participate in a country’s broader economic growth. 

Progress towards shared prosperity can be measured through the 

growth of household income (or consumption) of the poorest 40 per 

cent of a country’s population. In 73 of the 90 countries with compara-

ble data during the period 2012 to 2017, this group experienced real 

income growth. Furthermore, in more than half of those countries 

(49), the bottom 40 per cent experienced income growth higher than 

the overall national average, indicating lower levels of inequality. 

Still, in all countries with data, the bottom 40 per cent of the popula-

tion received less than 25 per cent of the overall income, while the-

richest 10 per cent received at least 20 per cent of total income. 

Annualized per capita growth rate of income of the poorest 40 per cent 

of the population, 2012–2017 (percentage) 

Progress in shared prosperity has been strongest in Eastern and 

South-Eastern Asia, with the bottom 40 per cent of the population 

growing annually by 4.9 per cent, on average. Growth in sub-Saharan 

African countries has been more limited, although comparison is chal-

lenging due to limited data (available for 15 countries only).  



 



 



 



 





 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 
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REDUCE INEQUALITY




